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"The Quranic concept of the unity of God is so perfect
and definite that we can scarcely find the like of it prevailing
before. Every other religion before the delivery of the Quran
had emphasised the positive side of the unity of God, but had
made no attempt to present the negative side of it. The .
positive side is that God is one. The negative side is that there.
is none like Him. Arid when there is none like Him, it follows
that whatever attributes that may be assigned to him, cannot
be assigned to any other. The niceties implicit in the concept
of the unity in attributes were not appreciated in other
religions. That is why we find in every religion the belief in
the unity of God subsisting side by side with image and
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hero-worship. The result was that the founder of a religion was
hailed, sometimes as Avatar, sometimes as the son of God and
sometimes as partner of God and, where this was not possible,
he was, at any rate, offered the honour and devotion usually
offered to God."

T 39 fawe & w3 —

,  "The idea that the supreme being is one, without a
second, is the monopoly of Islam, is baseless. The concept of
God in the Bible is anthropomorphic. The Christian trinity of
‘Father, Son and the Holy ghost—one in three and three in one’
is no monotheism; nay, it is not even theism. While the
Christian mystics declare that they see in the highest mystic
vision the blessed Trinity, the Muslim mystics deny this
triune Conception. Evenso, the Muslims cannot think of God
without practically equaiting him with the Prophet. The
Quran is said to assert most emphatically that god alone is
worthy of worship and if you turn to any other in devotion,
your spirit of devotion is vitiated and you cease to be a
Muslim and a believer of God. But here too, the Prophet who
was initially assigned the position of a servant of God, soon
delegated to himself the authority and powers of God himself.
The Quran itself designated him as co-partner in the business,
so that no one can enter the fold of Islam who does not
simultaneously subscribe to the belief in the prophet, even as
he subscribes to the belief in God. But declaring himself as
the last prophet (Akhir-ul-nabi) he closed the door for any
future entrant into the line of prophets. The Almightly was
debarred from recruiting or employing any servant of his
choicc This was surely the height of high handed-
ness."—From the author’s Ishopanishad—a Study in Ethlcs
and Metaphyics.
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